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the hot Bath water flows, I said I was happy to receive that
indication of the right view, and that I should in future
range my friend Sir Charles along with niyself among the
' convulsionists.'

" And again, I entirely disagree with him when he ad-
verts with triumph to the discovery of animal life in the
old Laurentian rocks of North America, that this is any
indication that we have here ' no trace of a beginning? On
the contrary, the only animal which has been found, being a
zoophyte, adds nothing and changes nothing in the general
argument founded on the indisputable facts recorded all
over the world, viz., that there has "been a progression of
creation from the lowest grades of animal life up to man.

" It is mere special pleading to sound a trumpet of glori-
fication over the demolition of the word ' Azoic.' When-
ever I used that word I specially guarded it by saying that
although as yet nothing like animal life had been found in
the very lowest known rocks, yet the discovery of Fucoids
and Zoophytes might be found, and if so would not alter
one jot the order of successive and rising creations.

" As to your view concerning the desiccation of countries
by the destruction of forests I entirely agree with you,
and on this head Colenso is certainly weak and wrong.
Nothing can be more demonstrative to that effect than Cyril
Graham's description of the numerous ruined cities close to
each other in the Hauran, where now there is not a drop of
water, and nothing to sustain human life. The same
phenomena is now being worked out on a gigantic scale in
the great and recently highly cultivated and productive
region east of Palestine, as vouched for by the Rev. Mr.
Tristram, who has just returned from these parts. He gave

md it far and wide among the geologists of Europe and America.
